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Some of us are much better than others at taking time off and enjoying life outside the 
office.  Most of us want to have the freedom to enjoy time away from the office and 
time to develop and nurture relationships that are important to us.  As lawyers build 
their practices, they often feel that they cannot afford to be away or are concerned 
that the office will fall apart or that it will not run as efficiently without them.  We all find 
time to work hard to build our practices, but dedicating time to enjoying our success 
is more difficult.  One of my goals for this year is to enjoy my time away from the office 
(instead of worrying when away) and to nurture the important relationships in my life.  
In order to do so, my focus is on creating partnerships for the future, establishing and 
celebrating champions, challenging myself, listening for opportunity, communicating my 
value, engaging development opportunities, managing expectations, fostering a dynamic 
environment, and empowering creativity.  Finding ways to create the freedom to be 
away and enjoy the success of your practice can be very rewarding. Are you enjoying 
your success?

Our Law Week celebration was held on April 12th at the Naples Sailing & Yacht Club and 
it was a wonderful opportunity for all of us to enjoy the success of Lt. Colonel Paul Gar-
rah, the Collier County Bar Association 2013 Medal of Honor Award recipient.  Paul is the 
Senior Army JROTC Instructor at Golden Gate High School.  Paul was on active duty for 
22 years retiring as a commissioned officer.  Paul is a great example of the type of person 
that CCBA strives to honor on law day for their contributions to the community and, 
particularly, the youth in our community.  In addition to the presentation of the Medal 
of Honor Award to Colonel Garrah, everyone in attendance enjoyed the presentation 
by the JROTC honor guard from Golden Gate High School and the thought-provoking 
and very interesting presentation by our lunch speaker, Bruce Rogow, on the history 
of a defendant’s right to counsel.  We thank Lou D’Agostino for arranging for Bruce to 
come to Naples to talk to us.  It was particularly exciting to have in attendance at Law 
Week the Collier County Mock Trial winning team from Seacrest Country Day School.

The Collier County Bar Foundation Golf Tournament is being held on May 17th at Quail 
Creek Golf Club and the final lunch meeting of the bar’s fiscal year will be on June 14th 
when the officers will be sworn in for the new fiscal year which begins on July 1st.  This 
bar year has flown by and I cannot believe my term already is coming to an end.  In 
this my last President’s Message, I want to thank all of the wonderful board members 
who I have had the opportunity to work with this year.  Your bar association has a very 
engaged and hard working board.  Please take a minute to thank them for their service.  
You will be in very capable hands with Tami Nicola as your President in the new bar year 
and I know she already is working to plan some great events.  Also, our bar could not be 
successful without our amazing staff lead by Lisa Mead and including Hilda Taylor and 
Julianne Gilmore.  They are very dedicated to the bar association and I thank them for 
all they do behind the scenes on a daily basis to ensure that the activities and events 
of CCBA run smoothly.   

Finally, I want to thank you for allowing me to serve as your President.  It has been an 
honor to represent you.  Each of the Presidents is merely a short term steward who 
hopes to have a positive influence on the bar association, but it is you, the members, 
who generate the ongoing success of CCBA.  I hope you feel this has been a positive 
year for CCBA and that you enjoy the success of your bar association for many years 
to come.  As for me, I am going to Disneyworld.  Hope to see you there.
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PRESIDENT’S    MESSAGE By Jeanne Seewald, Esq.

Enjoying success

“... it is you, 
the members, 
who generate 

the ongoing 
success of 

CCBA.”
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LEGAL AID    NOTES

Client success stories

By Jeffrey A. Ahren

Legal Aid Service of Collier County would like to thank everyone who has supported our 
program and mission over the last year!  Thanks to your support, Legal Aid is able to render 
free civil legal services on matters of life-changing significance to those in need in Collier 
County.

Our Staff Attorneys and Pro Bono Attorneys volunteering through the Collier Lawyers Care 
Program perform ‘high impact’ work for the clients who desperately need our services.  Below 
are a few examples from actual cases handled in recent years by Legal Aid.  The names of 
the clients have been changed, and other details omitted, to protect client confidentiality.

“Rescuing Jane”
‘Jane’ and her children had been the victims of horrific domestic violence.  In one instance, 
the client’s skull was cracked in an attack by the defendant spouse while she was holding 
her infant.  On another occasion, the defendant spouse slammed ‘Jane’s’ hand in a car door 
while she was trying to protect one of her children.  The defendant spouse had several prior 
criminal convictions in his background.
‘Jane’ sought the help of LASCC’s Family Law Attorney, who was able to secure an Order 
of Dissolution of the marriage, as requested by ‘Jane.’  She was also awarded ‘sole parental 
responsibility’ of the children.  Additionally, the Family Law Attorney was able to secure 
permission for her to relocate to another state.  The defendant ex-spouse was denied 
visitation with the children until he completed a parenting course, submitted to a substance 
abuse evaluation, and completed other multiple tasks that would ensure that it would be 
safe for him to be around the children in the future.  ‘Jane’ has been able to start a new life 
with her children.
“Putting a Veteran back on his feet”
‘Joe’ attended the Naval Academy in Annapolis, and was a fighter pilot in the Vietnam War.  
He had been receiving social security disability benefits for a substantial period of time, and 
was suffering from a very serious medical condition.  Extensive treatment on an ongoing 
basis was needed.
Without warning, notice or a hearing, ‘Joe’ had his benefits abruptly terminated.  The failure 
to obtain treatment could have been fatal to him.  The purported basis for cutting off the 
benefits was ultimately contested as unconstitutional.  He then spent one year trying to 
get his benefits reinstated.  He would not have survived his illness without monetary help 
from his family.  Private attorneys quoted him fees he couldn’t afford.  Ultimately, the client 
was referred to Legal Aid.  LASCC’s Public Benefits Attorney reviewed the matter and 
contacted the Social Security Administration for a formal review of the decision.  LASCC 
was successful in getting ‘Joe’ reinstated onto full benefits, and SSA reversed its position.  
‘Joe’s’ health stabilized, and his outlook on his life and future improved greatly.
“Saving a Widow’s Home from Foreclosure”
‘Karen’ is a 75 year old widow who has owned a small business in Naples for years.  After 
her husband died and her business slowed down, she fell behind on her mortgage.  She was 
referred to LASCC by the Housing Development Corp. literally two days before a summary 
judgment hearing on the foreclosure suit that was filed against her.  She was only a few weeks 
away from losing her home.  LASCC applied for an extension of the judicial sale date that 
had been set in foreclosure.  The extension was granted.  Legal Aid then applied for two 
subsequent extensions which were granted, as ‘Karen’ was in negotiations with her lender 
for a loan modification. ‘Karen’s’ business picked up, and eventually she was approved for a 
permanent loan modification.  The foreclosure case was dismissed, and she is now current 
on her loan modification payments to her lender.  The client was ecstatic and very grateful 
not to lose the home that she and her husband had worked so hard to have over the years.
“Her children were taken by an abusive spouse in the middle of the night”
‘Mary’ came to LASCC in a panic.  Her abusive husband had vanished with her four young 

Legal Aid Service of Collier 
County is committed to working 

alongside the private bar and 
membership of CCBA to make 

the Collier Lawyers Care pro 
bono attorney program the best 

of its kind in the State of Florida.  
Two immediate goals they want 

to achieve are increasing the 
number of pro bono volunteer 

attorneys in the CLC program, 
and expanding public awareness 
about CLC and the impact Legal 

Aid Service of Collier County 
has on the community by offer-

ing free civil legal services to 
the underserved population of 
Collier County.  To learn more 

about LASCC and Collier Law-
yers Care, contact Mr. Jeffrey A. 

Ahren or Ms. Karenin Hache at 
(239) 298-8143; email khache@

legalaid.org.

continued on page 11
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MARK YOUR   CALENDAR

Event Policy
It is the policy of the 
Collier County Bar 
Association to request 
that all reservations for 
our events are placed at 
least two days prior to 
the event.

We are always willing 
to accommodate our 
members; however, event 
sites must order food two 
days prior to an event.

Also, it is the policy 
of the Collier County 
Bar Association to 
issue refunds ONLY if 
a member cancels a 
reservation two days 
prior to an event.  If a 
member cancels the day 
before, or the day of an 
event, a refund will not be 
issued.

We appreciate your 
consideration of this 
policy.

Register for any event 
through Hilda Taylor.
Phone: 239-252-8250

htaylor@colliercountybar.org
www.colliercountybar.org.

MAY

JUNE

2 CCBA Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

2 CCB Foundation Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

2 Trusts and Estates Luncheon
 Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
 Free event – please bring your own lunch

2 Young Lawyers Happy Hour
 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
 Mr. Tequila’s

8 Trial Law Board Meeting
 Sushi Thai, 12:00 p.m.

9 Real Estate Section Luncheon
 Carrabba’s, 12:00 p.m.
 RE Members - $20; Non-members - $25

13 Trial Law Section Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
 TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

14 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
 Sweet Home Chicago, 12:00 p.m.

15 Family Law Section Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill, 12:00 p.m.
 FL Members - $25; Non-members - $30 

16 CCACDL Luncheon
 Aldo’s, 11:45 a.m.

17 Collier County Bar Foundation 
 Golf Tournament
 Quail Creek Country Club
 Registration @11:00
 $99 per golfer

22 CCWBA Luncheon
 Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.

27 Race Judicata
 North Collier Regional Park, 6:30 a.m.

4 Trial Law Section Luncheon
 Bonefish Grill. 12:00 p.m.
 TL Members - $25; Non-members - $30

6 CCBA Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 7:30 a.m.

6 CCB Foundation Board Meeting
 CCBA Offices, 8:30 a.m.

6 Trusts and Estates Luncheon
 Northern Trust, 12:00 p.m.
 Free event – please bring your own lunch

7 Young Lawyers President’s Party
 Carrabba’s 
 12:00 p.m.
 YL Members - $10; Non-members $20 

11 Young Lawyers Board Meeting
 Sweet Home Chicago 
 12:00 p.m.

12 Trial Law Board Meeting
 Sushi Thai
 12:00

13  Real Estate Section Luncheon
 Carrabba’s
 12:00 p.m.
 RE Members - $20; Non-members - $25

14 2013 Installation Luncheon
 Kensington Country Club
 12:00 p.m.
 CCBA Members $35; Non-members $40

20 CCACDL Luncheon
 Aldo’s
 11:45 a.m.

26 CCWBA Luncheon
 Northern Trust 
 12:00 p.m.
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By The Hon. Christine Greider

On January 2, 2009,  I left the Collier County Judges parking lot with my Honda Odyssey 
Minivan loaded to the gills with boxes to start my journey (literally and figuratively) as a Circuit 
Court Judge.  
Four years, five counties, 200,000 miles, two Prius hybrids and 101 civil and criminal jury trials 
later, I am very happy to return to my home, Collier County, where I currently serve in the 
family law and juvenile delinquency division as well the Administrative Judge for the County. 
To put it in perspective, February, 2013 was the first month that I worked in the same telephone 
area code where I reside, in more than four years.  
The landscape here has changed a bit.  The trees are bigger; there is a new parking garage 
and there’s a new building added to the Courthouse, where my beloved “Building A” used to 
be.    There are plenty of familiar faces and many new ones as well.  
For those of you who don’t venture to courthouses outside of Collier County, I can honestly 
attest to the geographic enormity of the 20th Judicial Circuit.  It is the size of a small country 
and the largest geographic circuit in the State.  On average, my daily commute was 150 miles 
round trip, especially during my assignments in Hendry/Glades and Charlotte Counties. 
I-75, exits 105 through 164, the Caloosahatchee and Peace River, State Road 80 and all things 
between became my familiar surroundings.  Three hours a day in a car gives you plenty of 
time for contemplation.   Many of my friends and colleagues have asked whether I enhanced 
my commute through careful listening to books on tape or continuing legal education tapes.  
Certainly, with a five-day a week commute I could learn a new language.  I did listen to a few 
books and CLE tapes.  I never learned a new language.  I signed a lot of Orders and read 
memorandums of law and case law updates, (I was the passenger, not the driver).  For the most 
part, I had my phone buddies (they know who they are),  and maintained a healthy competition 
with my JA and carpool companion Kerri Hart, by intently listening to the 70’s and 80’s satellite 
radio stations to determine who could name the most songs and/or artists.  (Footnote:  the 
song “Billy, don’t be a Hero” was performed by Bo Donaldson and “Midnight at the Oasis” by 
Maria Muldaur).    In 2012 we added another commuter to our daily travels when we would 
carpool with a legal intern who lived in Naples and worked in Charlotte County.  He marveled 
at the depth of our musical knowledge. 
During my Hendry County assignment (2009-January 2011), my then judicial assistant Jo-Ann 
Hendrickx and I would commute together from Naples to Labelle.  Our happiest moment 
was the afternoon when the much anticipated third lane of I-75 opened and we were literally 
the first motorists to travel southbound, as the orange cones and barrels were removed for 
the last time.  For a few days each January, we would marvel at the icicles hanging from the 
orange trees in the groves that lined State Road 80.  For reasons that are self-evident, it was 
during this phase of my commuter life that I came up with the idea that if I ever did a com-
muter travel blog, I would name it the “Road Kill Diaries”.  
Our summer commutes to Hendry/Glades and Charlotte County were even more adventur-
ous.  Although the traffic waned a bit during off season, we experienced the power of Mother 
Nature during our afternoon returns to Naples, through some blinding summer Thunderstorms.  
Driving abilities is not at the top of the list for my skill set and the weather conditions between 
the Caloosahatchee and Peace Rivers are the most intense that I have experienced.  So, if 
you are venturing to Charlotte County this summer for an afternoon hearing, give yourself 
an additional 20 minutes or so.
The value and extent of the coverage provided by my roadside automobile club service was 
never more important than an unfortunate afternoon drive from Moore Haven to Labelle 
when Team Prius went down.  Note:  many standard roadside providers provide free tow-
ing service within a limited number of miles and not the 65 from a sugar cane field north of 
Moore Haven to the service department at the Fort Myers Toyota.  Since that day, my car is 
permanently stocked with wet wipes, a power bar, bug spray and a gold card from my roadside 

The “roadkill” diaries

“Thank you for 
your gracious wel-

come home and 
I look forward to 
working with the 

Collier County Bar 
in insuring that 

our system of jus-
tice as we know it 
in Collier County, 
remains the envy 

of the world.”

continued on page 13
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HYIPs and PPPs: Fraud schemes effectuated by 
complexity

GUEST     EDITORIAL By Bill E. Branscum

Copyright 2013
Bill E. Branscum is a licensed Private Investigator and former Special Agent, US Department 
of the Treasury based in Naples, FL, who has written extensively on matters related to fraud, 
and financial investigations.  He has testified as an expert domestically and internationally, 
he has been widely quoted in the media, and he has appeared on various radio and television 
programs in the United States and overseas.
I investigate financial crimes, schemes to defraud, tax schemes, offshore asset management 
“strategies,” money laundering, etc., both domestically and internationally.  
Private Placement Platforms (PPP’s) are a particular form of High Yield Investment Program 
(HYIP); these fraudulent investment schemes survive due to their sophistication, their com-
plexity and the fact that third party professionals are not usually knowledgeable enough 
about them to provide potential victims the information they actually need.
Private Placement Platforms should not to be confused with legitimate private placement 
securities offerings - there is no similarity other than the name.  The PPP’s we are concerned 
with are most often specifically identified as Private Placement Platforms, but they may also 
be called some sort of  “Trade Platform” - European Trade Platforms and Hong Kong Trade 
Platforms being the most commonly encountered.
Whatever they are called, these schemes manifest themselves as extremely (ridiculously) 
high yield investment opportunities.  These are the latter day iteration of the Prime Bank 
Schemes of yesteryear, that have long since been thoroughly debunked - the basic language 
and concept is virtually identical, and we continue to see references to the involvement of 
“Prime Banks” in these schemes, some of which promise returns of thirty per cent per month.  
I have seen short term, Private Placement Programs, generally referred to as “Bullet” pro-
grams, promising returns of one hundred per cent per week.
These schemes are represented as being “private” and “secret” investment opportunities 
managed by mysterious “Traders,” who are never identified, ostensibly due to confidentiality 
agreements, who work with the world’s “top,” or “prime,” banks, capitalizing upon “private” 
bank-to-bank deals that are not available to the general public.  These Traders, as the story 
goes, are capable of generating impossible investment returns via these mythical bank-to-
bank trade strategies that are never clearly explained.  
If you are not aware of these fraud schemes, they are truly ubiquitous.  Google: What is a 
Private Placement Program - I get 14,200,000 results.  Google: What is a Bullet Private Place-
ment Program - I get 344,000 results.  These schemes are prolific, and legal professionals 
should be aware of them.
Naples is very attractive to con artists; there is a lot of money here.  We had C. Philip Elliott 
back in the 1980’s, and David Mobley in the 90’s.  More recently, SSH2 Acquisitions, Inc. set 
up here on Panther Lane promoting their own special unregistered security, claiming to be 
able to earn their clients (reportedly more than 700 clients) an investment return of 40% a 
month - until it inevitably “blew up.”  Today, most of these schemes are promoted and propa-
gated via the Internet.
To give you an idea how clever and sophisticated these PPP schemes can be, Google: Bank 
of Mongolia RICO Complaint.  You will find the Second Amended Complaint, filed on behalf 
of the Bank of Mongolia, after they were duped, and lost millions of dollars - Case Number 
08-CV-60623, United States District Court, Southern District of Florida.   Note that this was 
not just some obscure local bank in Mongolia, this was the Central Bank of Mongolia that was 
duped by fraudsters in Florida.
Reading from the Second Amended Complaint, paragraph 62, [The] “Defendants attempted 
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BULLETIN    BOARD

Got news?
Contact Lisa Mead by 

calling 252-8711 or 
drop an email 

line to lmead@
colliercountybar.org

CLASSIFIED
OFFICE FOR RENT: Attorneys (5) and other professional (1) with one executive office to 
rent.  Attractive building/offices in great location at Pine Ridge and Airport Road, Naples, 
FL.  Space for an assistant, shared conference room with law library and shared kitchen is 
included in rent of $700 per month.  Call Rob or Kathy at 239-593-1444.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP will open its new 
law offices at 2400 First Street in late April. 
The 8,000 square-foot office space has un-
dergone a complete redesign and renova-
tion.  The expansion will allow Hahn Loeser 
to increase its legal staff from four to 10 at-
torneys and to increase additional support 
staff. 
Laird A. Lile, a wills, trusts and estates at-
torney in Naples at Laird A. Lile, P.A., has 
been elected by his fellow members to the 
Board of Regents of The American College 
of Trust and Estate Counsel. An ACTEC 
Fellow, Lile was elected for an initial three-
year term during the organization’s annual 
meeting held last week in Hawaii.  For more 
information, call 239-649-7778 or visit www.
LairdALile.com.
William D. Keith, partner in the law firm 
of Cardillo, Keith & Bonaquist, P.A., is cel-
ebrating 30 years as a Board Certified Civil 
Trial lawyer with The Florida Bar.  As a mem-
ber of the inaugural class to be certified in 
civil trial law, Mr. Keith is recognized for his 
ability and experience within his practice 
field and for his professionalism within the 
community.  
The law firm of Goede, Adamczyk & De-
Boest, PLLC is proud to announce that 
attorney Steven J. Adamczyk has been 
named Partner in the practice.  Steven Ad-
amczyk has practiced law at Goede, Adam-
czyk & DeBoest, PLLC, as well as its legacy 
firm, Goede & Adamczyk, PLLC since their 
inception. 
Cheffy Passidomo, P.A. is pleased to an-
nounce that Mateo Arias has joined the 
Firm in the Real Estate Department.  Mr. 
Arias practices real estate and corporate 
law, and is fluent in Spanish and French.
Cummings & Lockwood LLC was selected 

as Law Firm of the Year by Legal Aid Ser-
vice of Collier County for its contributions 
to the local community.
Jeanne L. Seewald, Southwest Florida 
Offices Managing Partner of Hahn Loeser 
& Parks LLP, has been re-certified by The 
Florida Bar as a Board Certified Specialist 
in Intellectual Property Law.  Ms. Seewald 
is one of only 132 attorneys out of the ap-
proximately 95,000 attorneys in the State 
of Florida to hold this designation.
Robert J. Stommel, B.C.S., a partner in 
Porter Wright’s Tax & Personal Wealth prac-
tice, has received recertification in Wills, 
Trusts and Estates law from The Florida 
Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization & Edu-
cation (BLSE).
Marve Ann Alaimo, Mary Beth Crawford, 
and Kenneth D. Krier, Principals at Cum-
mings & Lockwood LLC, were selected as 
Five Star Wealth Managers, a select group 
representing less than 4 percent of the 
wealth managers in the Southwest Florida 
area.
Benjamin D. Babcock, an attorney in the 
Naples Office of Cummings & Lockwood 
LLC, was selected for GAIN.   Growing As-
sociates In Naples is a program designed 
for emerging leaders and professionals in 
Collier County.
The SW Fl Chapter of the Association of 
Legal Administrators installed its 2013-
2014 board of directors: Phyllis Calloway 
(Pres.), Fanny Kuhn (Vice Pres, Lee), Julie 
Koenig-Hill, (Vice Pres., Collier), Susan Gal-
braith, (Sec.), Wenke Brandes, (Treas.), and 
Judy Wright,  (Past Pres.).  ALA is a national 
organization that provides support to pro-
fessionals involved in the management of 
law firms, corporate legal departments and 
government legal agencies.  

Inclusion 
Policy

If you are a CCBA member 
in good standing and you’ve 

moved, been promoted, hired an 
associate, taken on a partner, or 

received an award, we’d like to 
hear from you.  Talks, speeches 

(unless they are of national 
stature), CLE presentations and 

political announcements are 
not accepted.  In addition, we 
will not print notices of honors 

determined by other publications 
(e.g., Super Lawyers, Best 

Lawyers, etc.). 

Notices must be submitted in 
writing and limited to 100 words; 

they are printed at no cost to 
members and are subject to 

editing.  E-mail your notice to 
lmead@colliercountybar.org.



Adverse Witness, May/June 2013 Page 9

Real Life Practice™
Three keys to more great referrals

GUEST     EDITORIAL By Nora Riva Bergman

© 2013

Do you know where your best clients come from?  Or should I say, “who” your best clients 
come from?  If you’re like most attorneys, your best clients come from personal referrals.  
But have you ever thought about why your best clients come from referrals?

Let’s take a look at why your best clients almost always come from personal referrals.  (I 
know; you may get some less than great clients from referrals, more on that in another col-
umn.  First, let’s consider the great clients.)  When someone refers a potential client to you, 
they are making a powerful statement about you.  Your best referral sources refer people 
to you for three reasons: 1) they know you; 2) they like you; and 3) they trust you.  And when 
they refer someone to you, they’re effectively telling that person that they “know, like and 
trust” you.  

Think about your own experience in giving referrals to other attorneys.  Do you ever make 
referrals to attorneys that you don’t know, or don’t like, or don’t trust?  The question is 
almost silly.  No, it is silly.  

If you want more great clients, you’ve got to focus on building “know, like and trust” with 
your referral sources.  Great referral sources are like magnets for your practice; they at-
tract the right clients for you and send them your way.  So, now you’re thinking, “OK, but 
how do I go about building “know, like and trust?”   It’s simple, and you can do it.

Step one – Get Known.  Make sure your best referral sources know who you are.  “Getting 
Known,” is really a two-tiered process.  First, you need to be known in your legal com-
munity.  You need to establish yourself as a great lawyer in your practice area.  There are 
lots of ways to do this.  You can speak at seminars; you can write substantive articles (Hint: 
most bar association newsletters are always looking for articles); you can blog; or you can 
create an eNews for your firm – just to name a few.  Then you need to “get to know” your 
best referral sources.  Block time on your calendar each week to have lunch or coffee or 
a glass of wine with one of your best referral sources or someone who could be a referral 
source for you.  This investment of time is one of the best investments you can make in the 
profitability of your practice.

Step two – Be likeable.  Being liked should be a natural outgrowth of getting known.  As 
you get to know your referral sources, you’ll build real relationships with them.  Real rela-
tionships.   You’ll get to like them, and they’ll get to like you.  This won’t happen with ev-
eryone you may want to cultivate as a referral source, but it will happen with people who’ll 
become your best referral sources.

In his book The Likeability Factor, Tim Sanders outlines four ways to build your “L-Factor” 
by enhancing four areas of your personality.   
 Friendliness:  Your ability to communicate openly with others.
 Relevance: Your capacity to connect with others’ interests, wants and needs.
 Empathy: Your ability to recognize and acknowledge other people’s feelings.
 Realness: Your integrity which guarantees your likeability and authenticity.

The Likeability Factor provides some great insights and practical actions that can help you 
boost your “likeability,” and by extension your “referability.”

Step three – Earn their trust.  The key to earning their trust is acting with integrity all the 
time.  Do what you say you are going to do.  Be true to your word.   Be . . . trustworthy.  
When you earn the trust of your referral sources, they transfer that trust to every per-

continued on page 13
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THE TRAVELING    FORK® By John P. Cardillo, Esq.

Augusta
I want to share with you some of the joys of Augusta National that 
I have observed or experienced over the last 34 on-and-off-again 
years - not as anyone with special connections or as an insider.  I 
can assure you that I am not!  I am merely a golf ENTHUSIAST and not a particularly good 
golfer at that.  As to golf:

 I enjoy the game; it is one of self-reliance and you can practice by yourself.

 I enjoy the companionship.

 I enjoy the exercise - walk - on a journey.

 I enjoy the scenery.

What other organized sport can you participate in such natural beauty?  And I think that is 
what hooked me on Augusta, and I make an effort to go when I can get a badge.

It is that magnificent!  1It signals the rite of Spring.  If I can’t get a badge I will hold up in my den 
after work and all weekend, not allowing anyone to bother me while I stay glued to the tv and 
lured by the enchanting theme music of the Masters.

Since it is the only major golf tournament held at the same place every year, the membership 
has perfected the running of it and improves it every year.  I have been to all the majors mul-
tiple times: the British; the PGA; the US Open; and the Masters.

Anyone ever watch the national political conventions?  The Republican and Democratic con-
ventions?  Talking strictly on behavior and not getting into political biases, the US Open, the 
British Open and the PGA, and even the U.S. Tennis Open, are the Democratic convention 
- boisterous.  The Masters, like Wimbledon, is the Republican Convention - under control and 
well run.  

From the moment you walk in you know you are some place special.  It is not the edifices that 
impress you, although the entrance is like entering a pantheon with its columns covering the 
security scanners, but the old manor house as a clubhouse does.  It’s the grounds, the prac-
tice facility.  For example, they recently took a multi-acre parking lot and built in rises, flagged 
greens and bunkers, added 30-year-old to 50-year-old trees and 20,000 plants and made it 
look like it’s been there for all time.  

Once you get past the gendarmes and check your cell phone, you then get frisked and 
scanned and then through the columned gates where your badges are computer-checked 
and you are in!  

You walk past the huge souvenir shop (shop first), the check stands for packages, the museum 
- where you could spend hours - and you come to the middle of the first fairway and can see 
the players walking from left to your right down the hill and up to the green.  And it hits you - 
you are there, and now where do I want to go?

The natural thing is to want to start following golfers up to the first green, but you need to 
RESTRAIN yourself.  Go left up to the first tee and look around.  The clubhouse on your left 
is antebellum and was the home of Berkman who owned this former nursery.  Then there’s 
the 200-year-old oak under which most tv interviews were done, and the grassy umbrella-
shaded patio where the members and their guests and the players eat and drink and enjoy 
each other’s company.

The adjacent putting green is rimmed by patrons observing players practicing, just minutes 
from teeing off the close-by first tee.

Tiptoe across in back of the lovely white cabins (as big as houses) and see the magnificent 
par 3 and come back past the putting greens and there side-by-side are the 10th tee and the 
18th and 9th greens.  Look out from the 10th tee and see the great expanse of the course and 

continued on page 14
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to defraud Guinea, Burundi and Laos, among potential others. 
The Defendants, for example, were able to cause the Central 
Bank of Laos to issue US$200 million in bank guarantees, ... The 
Defendants knew that these countries had difficulty in obtaining 
financing.  The Defendants promised to provide these enormous 
returns (200-400%) ... This was the approach the Defendants 
took when they targeted Mongolia and, specifically, the BOM, 
the country’s Central Bank.”
Convoluted complexity is a hallmark of these schemes.  They 
often involve sequential MT799 and MT760 SWIFT (Society for 
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication) transfers, 
that are misrepresented as providing absolute safety for the 
investor - nothing could be further from the truth.  They also 
typically involve the “monetization” and “leveraging” of leased 
bank instruments, such as BG’s (Bank Guarantees), LTN’s (Long 
Term Notes), MTN’s (Medium Term Notes) or SBLC’s (Stand By 
Letters of Credit).  In many cases, the underlying undertaking 
is touted to be some sort of humanitarian, or philanthropic, en-
deavor to enhance credibility. 
Potential “investors” are invariably told that these “Platforms” 
operate under foreign securities regulations applicable to the 
various “platforms,” so the SEC regulations we have here do not 
apply.   
It is all nonsense - outright fraud.  That is why I wrote this ar-
ticle, and the point I want to make clear to you.  In every case 
I have encountered, the fraud victim had consulted with third 
parties in quest of advice.  Unfamiliar with international banking, 
commercial paper, and the SWIFT system, these third parties 
typically observe that, “It sounds to be too good to be true,” 
and urge caution, when what they should be saying is, “This is 
absurd,” and “This is a fraud.”
I could explain the SWIFT system, and I could explain how these 
arcane commercial instruments are actually used in interna-
tional commerce.  I could explain that virtually every country in 
the civilized world is a member of IOSCO (International Orga-
nization of Securities Commissions), and they all have securities 
regulations based upon professional licensing, transparency and 
disclosure - many of which closely mirror our own.  I could ex-
plain all of it, but there is no need to.  
In dealing with potential HYIP and PPP investors, I have found 
the common sense approach to be the most persuasive.  When 
you stand back and look, the truth behind this particular “en-
chanted forest” is intuitively obvious in its simplicity, compared 
to the complexity and diversity of its trees.
Look at any of the HYIP’s and PPP’s and consider, “How is it 
that that these money magnification strategies, promising Wall 
Street wizardry that the financial pundits would never stop writ-
ing about if it were true, are only available through unlicensed 
brokers on the Internet, offering general solicitations to invest 
in unregistered securities, representing mysterious “Traders,” 
working for obscure companies, and often hiding behind anony-
mous Gmail addresses?”
Just to pick one common offer, IF anyone had ever successfully 
turned $25M into $7B in 40 weeks, why would they be out on 
the Internet shilling investment solicitations?  If they ever actu-
ally did it just once, that client would not  need to be “sold” on 
the legitimacy of this strategy, and he would have $7B to invest 
- enough to enter this “platform” 280 times - and have just short 
of two trillion dollars 40 weeks later.

That sort of money magnification strategy isn’t a secret you 
would shill on the Internet - if you had it, that would be a secret 
you would kill to keep.
To put this in a clearer perspective, anyone with Internet access 
can immediately identify the “fastest man on the planet,” and 
determine that he can run 100 meters in about 9.5 seconds.  You 
can look at that man with a mouse click - young, lean, muscular ... 
exactly what you would expect him to look like.
Investment management is at least as competitive as any sport 
and, just like the runner, the most successful investment manag-
ers in the world can be readily identified too, along with their 
track records.  For example, Warren Buffett, the “Oracle of 
Omaha,” with a personal net worth in excess of sixty billion dol-
lars, has managed an average rate of return for his clients of 
about twenty percent a year since 1968 and, just like the “fast-
est man in the world,” he “looks” exactly as you would expect 
him to look - licensing, education, professional associations, and 
securities related experience.
To entrust your money to some unlicensed broker, with no veri-
fiable professional connections, to invest in some mysterious 
HYIP or PPP promising ridiculous rates of return is just exactly 
like betting your life savings that some old fat guy you met on 
the golf course really can run 100 meters in six seconds flat!
When potential victims seek advice, it is not enough to roll your 
eyes, tell them, “It sounds too good to be true,” and urge them 
to be cautious.  They need for someone to have the conviction 
to tell them it is an absurd fraud, a ludicrous scam, and an effort 
to steal the money that they have worked too hard for to give 
away.
If you encounter a situation that you suspect to be a developing 
fraud scheme, I would like to hear about it.   If I can otherwise be 
of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Bill E. Branscum, (239) 641-6782
www. FraudsAndScams.com
 InvestigatorBEB@aol.com

Fraud schemes  continued from page 7

children in the middle of the night, and took out all of the money 
from their bank account at the same time.  Two of the children 
had special needs.  She had no money to live on, and was fearful 
about the well being of her children.  Pro Bono Lawyers through 
LASCC were able to obtain court orders to require the husband 
to bring the children back to Naples, as he had fled to Texas.  
She obtained custody of the children, and support – as well as 
court protections that would preclude the husband from taking 
the children out of the area again.  Another Pro Bono Attorney 
through Legal Aid handled her divorce, as ‘Mary’ is ready to 
move on after years of abuse.  Through the holistic approach 
used, the client was also referred to LASCC’s Education Legal 
Rights Attorney, to secure educational supports and services 
for the two special needs children.  The client and her children 
are now doing well, in a safe and secure environment.

Stay tuned – Barrister’s Bash recap coming soon!  Please check 
back in the next issue of Adverse Witness for a full recap of the 
2013 Barrister’s Bash event!

Legal Aid Notes  continued from page 4
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Pharmacy dispensing errors: protecting yourself 
from becoming a statistic

GUEST     EDITORIAL By Jocelyn J. Landis, R.N., CLNC

Within the last year I have reviewed and assisted an attorney-client with two cases involving 
retail pharmacy dispensing errors. I was astounded by what I learned during my research and 
discussions with potential pharmacist experts. 

1. Medication errors are a leading cause of mortality in the United States.1

2. Dispensing errors account for about 21% of all medication errors.2

3. Errors occur at a rate of 4 per day in a pharmacy filling 250 prescriptions daily, which 
amounts to an estimated 51.5 million errors out of 3 billion prescriptions filled annually na-
tionwide.3

The National Coordinating Council for Medication Error Reporting and Prevention defines 
medication errors as, “any preventable event that may cause or lead to inappropriate medi-
cation use or patient harm, while the medication is in control of a health professional, patient, 
or consumer.” 4

In 2007, ABC News conducted an undercover investigation titled, Pharmacy Errors: Unre-
ported Epidemic? This exposé drew attention to a problem many pharmacists face today 
– the dangers associated with the proliferation of dispensing errors. In one segment of their 
study they stated that retail pharmacists had an alarming 19% error rate.5

In this day and age of high technology, one wonders, how does this happen? While speak-
ing with one of my pharmacist experts, she shared with me the incredible amount of stress 
she endured while working in retail pharmacy. She said they were expected to work long 
hours, go without lunch, and most days she never had a chance to even use the restroom 
because she had to meet her fill quota of two hundred and fifty (250) prescriptions a day. She 
applauded pharmacists, working at a well-known large chain store that provides prescrip-
tion services, for banding together, saying they would no longer work without a lunch break. 
Those pharmacies are now closed an hour for lunch every day. My expert finally left her job 
as a retail pharmacist, because she found herself waking up in a cold sweat thinking about a 
particular prescription she filled that day that might have been wrong, and worrying all the 
time, “Who did I kill today?” These are not unusual thoughts for retail pharmacists to have. I 
read comments on a pharmacist’s blog site, and their frustrations and concerns about what 
was happening in their industry were very evident.

Another issue at hand is the use of pharmacy techs. Many of these men and women are very 
young, some high school graduates, some working on their GED, and some still in high school. 
They may only have on the job training, or they may have attended a certification program to 
become a pharmacy technician. In most cases these are the people who are actually filling 
a large number of prescriptions, with the pharmacist having the responsibility to look over 
every prescription order before the consumer picks it up.

The Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1990 (OBRA-90) also placed expectations on the phar-
macists in how to interact with the patient. The OBRA-90 ProDur language requires state 
Medicaid provider pharmacists to review Medicaid recipients’ entire drug profile before fill-
ing their prescription(s). The ProDur is intended to detect potential drug therapy problems. 
Computer programs can be used to assist the pharmacist in identifying potential problems. 
It is up to the pharmacists’ professional judgment, however, as to what action to take, which 
could include contacting the prescriber. As part of the ProDur, the following are areas for 
drug therapy problems that the pharmacist must screen:
 • Therapeutic duplication
 • Drug-disease contradictions
 • Drug-drug interactions
 • Incorrect drug dosage

continued next page
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Real Life Practice  
continued from page 9

son they refer to you.   Clients who come to you from your 
best referral sources already trust you because your referral 
source trusts you.  That is powerful.  

One more thing.  Once you build “know, like and trust” with 
your referral sources, and the referrals start coming your way, 
there’s one more thing you need to do every time you receive 
a referral.  Send a thank you note to your referral source – a 
handwritten thank you note.  It will take you only a few min-
utes, but the impact will be long-lasting.

Nora is a business coach and practice advisor with Atticus.   
She has practiced as an employment law attorney and certi-
fied mediator and has served as an adjunct professor at both 
Stetson University College of Law and the University of South 
Florida.  She has also served as the Executive Director of the 
St. Petersburg Bar Association.  Nora is a graduate of the 
Leadership Development Institute at Eckerd College, and is 
certified in the Conflict Dynamics Profile® developed by Eck-
erd to help individuals and organizations learn how to deal 
with conflict constructively. She is also certified in the DISC 
Behavioral Style Assessment. Visit Nora online at www.real-
lifepractice.com and www.atticusonline.com. 

 • Incorrect duration of treatment
 • Drug-allergy interactions
 • Clinical abuse/misuse of medication

OBRA-90 also required states to establish standards govern-
ing patient counseling. In particular, pharmacists must offer to 
discuss the unique drug therapy regimen with each Medicaid 
recipient when filling prescriptions for them. While OBRA-90 
was geared to ensure Medicaid patients receive specific phar-
maceutical care, the overall result of the legislation provided 
that the same type of care be rendered for all patients.6

In having a general discussion about my findings regarding phar-
macy dispensing errors with friends and family, I was amazed 
to hear how many of them had a prescription filled errantly. In 
the case of one woman, it had happened to her not once, not 
twice, but three times! 

So, what is it you need to do to protect yourself, and those 
you care about from becoming one of the statistics of a retail 
pharmacy error? The key is to be proactive.

Know the name of your medication, the dosage, and why 
your doctor has prescribed it. 

Write the name of the medication and dosage down on a 
piece of paper before handing the original prescription over.

Look at the bottle, blisterpak, or case, your medication 
comes in. Make sure the name is the same as what you were 
prescribed. If it’s not, ask why?

Be sure you check the prescription label with the name on 
the blisterpak or case for drug identification. Pharmacists 
and technicians have been known to put the correct label on 
the wrong blisterpak.

Open the bottle/blisterpak and look at the pills. If you’ve 
been taking this medication, ask yourself, is the color, size, 
or markings on the pill the same?

If this medication is a first time prescription for you, the 
pharmacist is required to provide you with counseling. Do 
not sign the pad they say indicates you picked up your pre-
scription without this counseling. You may be signing away 
your right to counseling.

Pharmacies have many security measures in place, yet we still 
see unacceptable error rates resulting in potential harm or 
death to the patient or consumer. There are many steps that 
occur before you are handed your prescription, but YOU ARE 
THE LAST LINE OF DEFENSE. Don’t be afraid to question 
anything. Don’t assume the technician knows all the answers. 
Ask to speak with the pharmacist, it’s their job. If people are 
waiting behind you in line, oh well! 

Now you know what you can do, be your own best advocate, 
and share this information with someone you care about. Don’t 
let them become one of the statistics.
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service provider.
My life is richer for having had the opportunity to serve in all 
five counties.  The truths that we know from the life that we 
spend each day at the Collier County Courthouse are the 
same throughout the circuit.  The practice of law is a stressful 
profession, (often exacerbated by the traffic we encounter to 
and from the courthouse), we are all in the business of managing 
expectations, jury service is a sacrifice (especially for residents 
of Clewiston who drive 45 minutes to an hour to report to the 
courthouse in Labelle) and your client’s case truly is the most 
important one on the docket to them.  
Thank you for your gracious welcome home and I look forward 
to working with the Collier County Bar in insuring that our 
system of justice as we know it in Collier County, remains the 
envy of the world.

From the Bench  continued from page 6
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down the steep hill of the 10th fairway.  You then realize why it’s 
called the cathedral of golf with huge pines that soar up from 
the 10th green at the bottom of the hill.  The tree tops are equal 
in elevation to the 10th tee.

And then you are at the great dilemma.  You can follow a group 
down the first fairway, or you can watch a group warm up at the 
practice facility.  But if you take ONE PEEK down the 10th there 
is no question you will slowly walk down the most gorgeous hole 
in golf down the 10th and breathtakingly take it all in.

I have never resisted the temptation.  The tall pines.  The great 
bunkers in the front and side.  Startling descent at 500+ yards 
par 4.  The 10th used to be the first hole.  Why the switch?  Be-
cause it defrosted last and so they started play elsewhere and 
when they got to the 10th the frost was gone.

And then you follow to where the nerves come in to play at the 
long par four 11th where the green is guarded by a lake on the 
left, the diabolical par three 12th with bunkers in the front and 
the back and a pond in front of the front bunker where Tom 
Weiskopf scored a 13 and we saw Bubba Watson and Kevin Na 
score a 10 and it wasn’t for beauty’s sake but each put three balls 
in the water - Kevin all from the tee and Bubba from the tee, 
from the drop area and from the back bunker.  Then we get to 
the13th which is my favorite.  Why?  It is the shortest par 5 but 
it is the best risk reward par 5 on the course.  Since the action is 
below you as you sit on an up-slope in your little Masters armless 
canvas chair, you can see the tee shots strike and land and then 
see the approach to the green in two shots with the Rae’s Creek 
in front of the green where several have taken themselves out 
of contention.  Then up to the 14th which is the only hole that 
has no bunkers but sports a phenomenally undulating green, 
which is similar to the Himalaya’s at St. Andrews or in back of 
the USGA Golf House at Far Hills, NJ.  Down the historic 15th 
where Gene Sarazen made his historic double eagle in 1935 to 
earn a tie with Craig Wood and beat Wood in a 36-hole playoff 
the next day.  Then to the gorgeous 16th’s par 3 where in prac-
tice the players skip the ball across the water and where both 
Tiger with a chip and Davis Love with a putter holed remarkable 
acutely angled shots.  This is where the cinch usually tightens or 
contention ends.  Up the 17th where Ike’s tree looms out from 
the lefthand rough into the fairway; former President Eisenhow-
er tried to have it cut down because he always was stymied by it, 
but the Club refused.  Then up the shoot of the uphill 18th with 
the narrow driving area and well bunkered fairway and green.  
And then it is over and you want to do it again.

Oddly, there is a palm tree and bamboo on the right side of the 
par three 4th - the only place for this exotica on the course.

Food and prices are inexpensive - the venerable pimento cheese 
sandwich and the egg salad sandwich are still $1.50, and soft 
drinks $2 and beer $3.  Everything is done to accommodate the 
patron, including the bathroom attendants facilitating access to 
entrance and exit relief points and handing out paper towels.  
Numerous free check stands hold your articles.  No tips are 
accepted anywhere.  Running, yelling, lying down, or out-loud 
comments that might interfere with play are also forbidden.  
Green-jacketed members walk the course to offer assistance to 
patrons while Securitas patrol the grounds to check on badge 
displays and prevent untoward behavior, among other duties.

We saw Jack Nicklaus eagle the difficult 5th hole twice in one 

tournament and heard Fred Funk’s double eagle on the 13th.  
You could tell by the double roar of the patrons what was hap-
pening as we approached the 13th hole.

This year we stood in disbelief when Phil Mickelson, who was 
struggling and above par, pulled out a 3 wood to hit from be-
hind a stand of trees on the 15th fairway trying to slice his shot 
around the trees and over the pond to the green.  Not only did 
he not make it, but since I was standing near him I had to re-
strain myself from yelling, “Are you nuts?” and from grabbing his 
club from him. 

In 1986 Greg Norman lost to Jack Nicklaus on the 18th green 
with an errant 4 iron approach shot to the right of the green 
that landed at my feet from where he chipped and two putted 
for a bogie.

We saw Ben Crenshaw fall to his knees after his winning putt in 
a tournament dedicated to his coach, Harvey Penick, who had 
died that earlier week, with Crenshaw and Tom Kite skipping the 
practice sessions to be pallbearers in Penick’s funeral in Texas.

We saw Len Mattiace lose in a playoff to Mike Weir on the 10th 
and saw Angel Cabrera beat Kenny Perry in a playoff on the 
10th in 2009 and lose to Adam Scott on the 10th this year.  

We saw Sandy Lyle beat Mark Calcavecchia in 1988 with a 7 iron 
shot from the fairway bunkers on the 18th green and a one putt 
birdie.

We saw Chris DeMarco nearly hole out on the 18th in a playoff 
with Tiger, only to lose on the 10th.  

Finally, we saw the ever popular Fuzzy Zoeller’s last Masters 
round in the mist, mud and rain many years after seeing him win 
in 1979 in his very first tournament there - the only person to do 
that since the opening of the tournament in 1934.  The next year 
we followed the last rounds of Arnold Palmer, and the conges-
tion of patrons to honor Palmer as he walked at every fairway 
was truly moving.

Who are the “We”?  Dan Monaco, Bill Keith, Jim Bonaquist, Kris 
Dane, Ed Zenobi, Dick Myers, and my sons: John Thomas, Jo-
seph and Mark, among others, all at various times, because it is 
always rewarding to share this wonderful experience.

As for dining, this year clearly Frog Hollow is the best of the 
restaurants we dined in Augusta, with Boll Weevil a good choice, 
Beamies good for pub food, Cotton Patch for drinks and enter-
tainment, and Augustino’s the hardest ticket to get with little 
else to say for it.  Never order shrimp and grits Italian-style; I’ve 
tried enough and written enough about shrimp and grits to know 
better (shame on me).  On the other hand Ristorante Bergamo 
was the clear over-all winner - except that it is in Greenville, SC, 
where we started the trip to play golf at Chanticleer and played 
an intermittent round Saturday morning at the Palmetto Club 
in Aiken, SC, reputedly the second oldest 18-hole course in the 
US.  More on that restaurant, and its chef/owner, Nello Gioia, at 
another time.

John P. Cardillo

Your comments or contributions to this column are welcome; you 
can email johnpcardillo@ckblaw.com, write to Cardillo, Keith & 
Bonaquist, P.A., 3550 Tamiami Trail East, Naples, Florida 34112, 
or fax to (239) 774-2494.

Traveling Fork  continued from page 10
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The CCBA 
gratefully acknowledges 

the generous sponsors who 
make this day possible.

GOLD
Akerman, Senterfitt

Ave Maria School of Law
Gibraltar Private Bank

Hahn, Loeser & Parks, LLP
Laird A. Lile, PA

Real Estate Section of the CCBA
Roetzel & Andress

Weldon & Rothman, PL
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara, McCoy & 

Ford, PA
Woodward, Pires & Lombardo, PA

SILVER
Grant Fridkin Pearson, PA

BRONZE
Berry, Day & McFee, PA

Coleman, Hazzard & Taylor, PA
Family Law Section of the CCBA

Gray Robinson, PA
Northern Trust

Trial Law Section of the CCBA
Trusts & Estates Section of the 

CCBA

Our Young Lawyers section, in conjunction with the Collier County Bar Foundation, host this annual event to support the Children’s 
Network of Southwest Florida.  Foster families from the area enjoy a day at the zoo and each of the children selects a special gift.  

It’s a beautiful day filled with little moments that become  precious memories for everyone involved.  



Thank you, 
Collier County 
Bar Foundation!
The Collier County Bar Foundation 
provided funds to assist the Golden 
Gate High School JROTC cadets to 
visit Washington, DC during their 
spring break.  The 35 cadets had a 
busy week and enjoyed visiting all of 
the sights of the area.  Their instruc-
tor, Lt. Col. Paul Garrah, presented 
the Foundation with a plaque of 
appreciation at the recent Law Week 
luncheon. 
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WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES

BANKRUPTCY

 

 

Bankruptcy Questions? 

Call 239/732-8722 or e-mail stephany@stephanycarr.com 
 
Stephany S. Carr is Board Certified in both business and 
consumer bankruptcy law by the American Board of Certification 
since 2000. She is a former Chapter 7 Panel Trustee for the 
Middle District of Florida, Fort Myers Division. She has limited her 
practice to bankruptcy law with over 20 years of experience. 
 
Chapters 7 and 13 - representation of debtors or creditors 
 
Chapter 11 - representation of creditors exclusively 
 
 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 

Bankruptcy 
Questions?

Call 239/732-8722 or e-mail 
stephany@stephanycarr.com.

Stephany S. Carr is Board 
Certified in both business and consumer 
bankruptcy law by the American Board of 
Certification since 2000.  She is a former 
Chapter 7 Panel Trustee for the Middle District of 
Florida, Fort Myers Division.  She has limited her 
practice to bankruptcy law with over 20 years of 
experience.

Chapters 7 and 13 - representation of debtors or 
creditors
Chapter 11 - representation of creditors 
exclusively
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the Bankruptcy Code.
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Cheffy Passidomo
aTToRNe y s   aT   L aW

www.napleslaw.com
821 Fifth Avenue South • Naples, Florida 34102

Proud to serve as a Gold Sponsor to
the Collier County Bar Association

PERSONAL INJURY
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INSURANCE



MEDIATION & ARBITRATION
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MORE CLIENTS.
You don’t need a big budget or a big 

marketing firm to get big results. 

YOU NEED THE PRINT SHOP.

Create your masterpiece 
today at theprintshop.tv

Or give us a call today at any of our locations:
Naples 775.3553    Bonita Springs 566.2606    Marco Island 394.0304



LITIGATION IMAGE SERVICES

Pick Up and Delivery Services          Quality Guaranteed                                             Trial Exhibits          

Closed File Imaging                           OCR / EDD Services                                 PDF / TIFF Images          

Hard Copies                                        Oversize Documents                   Sequential Bates Numbering 

Blowbacks                                          Color Copies / Images        CD / DVD / VHS Media Services      

 

Jim Yoder   239.649.5155   steellitigation@ymail.com   www.steellitigation.com 

Serving Collier and Lee Counties 
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PATENT/TRADEMARK LAW
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MEDIATIONRESEARCH



EDUCATION

Immigration Naturalization 
and 

Deportation Defense 

David J. Mourick 

Concentrating in Immigration and Nationality Law 

Member American Immigration 
Lawyers Association 

Law Offices of David J. Mourick, P.A. 
11100 Bonita Beach Rd., Suite 108A 

Bonita Springs, Florida 34135 

Telephone: 239-947-0535 Fax: 239-498-5398

Over 25 years experience 
representing criminal defendants; 

and non-citizens in applications for 
Permanent Residence, Citizenship, 

and  Deportation Defense 

IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW

ELDER FAMILY CARE
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ESTATE VALUATIONSHOME HEALTH/NURSING
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Paralegal Networking & Monthly CLE Events
We meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the DoubleTree Guest Suites 
in Naples; 5:30 for social hour/6:30 CLE Dinner meeting.  Members $25.00 
and Guests $35.00.  Please RSVP to Sue Smith at shsmith@porterwright.com 
if interested in attending or if you need more information. 
We meet on the 4th Thursday of each month at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Ft. Myers; 6:00 dinner and check-in.  Members $25.00 and Guests $35.00.  
Please RSVP to Sabine Francisco at sfrancisco@bolanostruxton.com if inter-
ested in attending or if you need more information.

Paralegal Association of Florida, Inc. 
Southwest Florida Chapter
An affiliate of the National Association 
of Legal Assistants, Inc.
c/o PO Box 110893 • Naples, Florida 34108

MARITAL & FAMILY LAW

LEGAL & PROFESSIONAL MALPRACTICE
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MEDIATION
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3315 East Tamiami Trail, Suite 505
Naples, Florida 34112

TIRED OF WAITING FOR
CLIENTS TO FIND YOU?

Join the Lawyer Referral Service of  Collier County –
and your phone will start ringing!




